CIVILIZATION   AND   DISEASE

affection can render an individual unemployable and mere pimples
can poison a girl's social life. A skin disease reveals to everybody
that a system is sick, while many much more serious conditions
may remain hidden to the superficial observer. An aggravating
factor in the case of leprosy was that the disease was known to be
incurable.

Leprosy is a disease of the tropics, where it still prevails. It in-
vaded Western Europe in the early Middle Ages, was endemic
particularly among the poor, and reached its peak in the 14th cen-
tury, declining sharply thereafter. The disease then gradually died
out in Europe with the exception of a few spots in the East and
North of the continent.

When leprosy in the early Middle Ages began to be a menace
to society, the people reacted vigorously against it. Since no phys-
ical cure was known and the physicians were helpless, the only
way to attack the disease was by social means. So the church un-
dertook to combat it. This was done by applying precepts of Leviti-
cus. The crucial passages found in chapter 13 were the following:

1.  And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, saying,

2.  When a man shall have in the skin of his flesh a rising, a scab,
or bright spot, and it be in the skin of his flesh like the plague
of leprosy; then he shall be brought unto Aaron the priest, or
unto one of his sons the priests:

3.  And the priest shall look on the plague in the skin of the flesh:
and when the hair in the plague is turned white, and the plague
in sight be deeper than the skin of his flesh, it is a plague of
leprosy: and the priest shall look on him, and pronounce him
unclean.

45.  And the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent,
and his head bare, and he shall put a covering upon his upper
lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean.

46,  All the days wherein the plague shall be in him he shall be
defiled; he is unclean: he shall dwell alone; without the camp
shall his habitation be.
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